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	Victoria University of Wellington Students’ Association
Te Roopu Tauira a te Kura Wananga o te Upoko o te Ika a Maui Inc.


Minutes of the 20th meeting of the 2009 VUWSA Executive

Held on:


27th May 2009
At the:


Meeting Room 2




Level 2, Student Union Building




Kelburn Campus

In Attendance:
Executive Members: Jasmine Freemantle, Freya Eng, Seamus Brady, Alexander Neilson, Nathan Cooper, Tim Wang, Mariya Kupriyenko, Kassie Hartendorp, Georgina Hart
Non-voting Observers: 
Jessy Edwards, Jackson Wood (Salient), Alex – student, Sue Roberts – University Librarian
Meeting chaired by:

Jasmine Freemantle 

Minutes taken by:


Freya Eng
Meeting started at: 


6:04pm

 1. Apologies: Sam Oldham, Robert Latimer
Motion: That the apologies be accepted

Moved: Jasmine Freemantle

Seconded: Freya Eng
Carried:  Unanimously 

2. Minutes of the previous Executive Meetings.

The Executive discussed a number of amendments to the minutes of the previous Executive meeting, written by Seamus Brady.  
Action Point:  Seamus Brady to make amendments to minutes of the 19th meeting of the 2009 VUWSA Executive.

Motion: That the minutes of the meeting held on the 13th of May 2009 be accepted with amendments
Moved: Jasmine Freemantle

Seconded: Alexander Neilson

Carried:  Unanimously 

3. Notification of items for Urgent General Business

a) Information request
b) Stress Free Study Week

4. Executive Reports/Monthly Reports
Motion: That the work reports tabled at the meeting be accepted.

Moved: Jasmine Freemantle

Seconded: Seamus Brady
Carried:  Unanimously 

5. Staff Report

Jasmine Freemantle reported that:

Association Manager interviews were held today.  Appointment scheduled for mid next week, and will be starting about a month from today.  
Collective Negotiations broke down once again.  Matt McCarten of UNITE! Auckland to come to VUWSA to help negotiation process.

Julie McKiernan’s farewell will be held at the Kelburn Field Cricket Club on Friday night.

6. General Business

a) Sue Roberts, University Librarian
Jasmine Freemantle introduced Sue Roberts.  The Executive introduced themselves and the roles they filled as members.

Sue Roberts presented recent changes and developments to the library, both in trial and transition stages.  Of particular note was the variation of study spaces in the library, including the trial on Level 4.  Also being trialled was the idea of having different ‘zones’ in the library – one for silent and the other for collaborative study.

Georgina Hart, Nana Wu,  Mariya Kupriyenko arrive at 6:10pm

The library has been researching students’ needs through surveys and observation.  

b) Library Budget
Also noted was that this year the Library has had a drop in funding due to cut-backs in the University budget.

Mariya Kupriyenko departs at 6:20pm
c) University Attack on Students
Kassie Hartendorp spoke about her opposition to Joel Cosgrove, Alastair Reith and Ian Anderson being disenrolled (for three weeks) for their part in the recent New Zealand flag burning on the deck of Mount Street Bar.
This was met with some discussion from Jasmine Freemantle regarding the fact that it is not VUWSA’s place to take a position on such matters, but to advocate on behalf of the students in a private arena.

Freya Eng agreed, reiterating that the VUWSA Education Advocacy was 100% available to the students concerned, should they so wish to use it.

Kassie Hartendorp put forward a motion –

Motion: That VUWSA condemns the disenrolment of Alastair Reith, Ian Anderson and Joel Cosgrove and supports the students’ rights to freedonm of speech and political expression without fear of reprisal.

Moved: Kassie Hartendorp

Seconded: Georgina Hart

Carried:  For:  Kassie Hartendorp, Georgina Hart, Nana Wu, Nathan     Cooper

Against: Jasmine Freemantle, Freya Eng, Seamus Brady, Alexander Neilson

Abstention: Tim Wang

Casting Vote (President): Failed
7. Urgent General Business

a) Information Request
A request has been put forward by Joel Cosgrove, Robert Latimer and Salient regarding the legal expenditure thus far.  The Executive agreed to release it.
b) Stress-Free Study Week
Seamus Brady requested volunteers to help.  Freya Eng, Alexander Neilson and Kassie Hartendorp offered their services.
8. Date of Next Meeting

Next week – Wednesday 3rd June 2009 6pm VUWSA Meeting Room

Meeting closed 7.20pm
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