
Award winners from the 2018 VUWSA 
Student Rep Celebration 
 

Class Representative Award winners 
 
 

Jack 
Blakemore* 

If I could describe to you the perfect class rep I wouldn't need any special 
adjectives or complex language, all I need is a name and that name is Jack 
Blakemore. He was the gift to LAWS121.  

Ali Leota *  Ali Leota was amazing because he did everything we asked for regardless 
of how much he had going on for him out of classes.  

Maggie Gao  She is very friendly and approachable. Very helpful when help is needed. 

Laura Jackson Very active and helpful.  

Claire Marsh She definitely made our class experience that much easier and more 
comfortable! She deserves to be acknowledged for that! 

Pravin 
Thayapara  

He is friendly, very approachable and replied quickly to issues. 

Gracie Scott  Gracie went above and beyond in all respects as class rep. We had many 
issues in class and they were dealt with promptly and professionally. We 
are eternally grateful. 

Campbell 
Giddens 

Campbell Giddens inspires me to apply for a class rep position as I can 
see the large help his role provides to fellow students. For me 
particularly, he was understanding of my problems and encouraged me 
to try my hardest. 

Timothy 
Fraser*  

Tim was a wonderful class rep very knowledgeable about all things going 
on in the course, he was a great liaison between lecturers and 
students  and always happy to help with any questions  

Brianna 
Dickinson  

Brianna was really approachable and helpful when needed.  

 
 
 
 
Lecturer Award winners  



 

Architecture & 
Design 

Tane Moleta For his sense of humour and ability to make the subject 
interesting to learn.  

Education Anita 
Mortlock  

She was so friendly and understanding with everything 
which was amazing! 

Engineering Pondy For his work on improving COMP103 which is a critical 
paper for Computer Science students.  

FHSS  Lala Rolls  She went above and beyond to create a safe space to 
share ideas, and provided extra help and advice when 
needed. 

Health  Annemarie 
Jutel  

Honestly just amazing 

Law Paul Scott  Great fun in class and explains things very very clearly 

Science Matt 
Hammond 

So much enthusiasm and humour  

VBS / Lecturer of 
the Year 

Sashi 
Meanger  

Very engaging, brings real world experiences into the 
material. 

 

Student Experience Award winners  
 
Erin Page 
 
It takes a lot of guts to speak up, especially for the transgender and rainbow communities 
which have been ignored and discriminated against for a long time. This award winner has 
guts. He submitted to select committee advocating for the right of transgender people to 
self-identify on their birth certificates. This would remove some cruel and outdated 
provisions which require people to have medical proof that they are sufficiently of the 
“opposite sex”. He spoke bravely and honestly to the select committee and was heard. But 
what is also clear is that he is humble, kind and has a great sense of humour, even when 
confronting those who would disagree with him. Erin is a role model and VUWSA is proud to 
stand beside him. 
 
Finn Carroll  
 
Student accommodation is one of the biggest issues that a student living in Wellington is 
facing this year. While debates and discourse about the issue existed among the student 
population, there was no coherent “structure”, to put it lightly, to that debate. That is, until 
Finn came along. After being charged an exorbitant amount in letting fees by the property 
management company in charge of his accommodation, Finn did what only a few students 
dare to do – speak out about it, bravely and no holds barred, in the morning news and even 
in Parliament. Because of Finn’s advocacy, the issue of renting and student accommodation 



became central to discussions regarding student welfare. VUWSA is extremely grateful to 
have Finn on board this campaign and we hope that Finn’s example inspire other students to 
speak up and speak out. 
 
Liam Daly and Katherine Woolrych  
 
VUWSA is massively appreciative to Katharine and Liam for the work they put into Victoria's 
very first Sustainability Week. Their efforts were instrumental in convening a group of 
interested students who worked hard for the whole first trimester to pull together an event 
of huge proportions. Both Katharine and Liam poured huge amounts of energy and time into 
Sustainability Week and their leadership secured its success and wide reach. VUWSA is very 
grateful for the leadership shown by Katharine and Liam, and their work has strengthened 
student voice and interest on Sustainability at Victoria.  
 
Melissa Harward and Helen O’Connor  
 
One of VUWSA’s biggest highlights this year was the March on Midland. We would like to 
thank Melissa Harward and Helen O’Connor for their early mornings and raw passion towards 
the organisation of the March. Their efforts helped lobby over 300 students in solidarity, 
bringing to attention the unacceptable workplace culture within the legal profession. These 
co-presidents of the Victoria Feminist Law Students Society have been completely immersed 
in their kaupapa. VUWSA is massively appreciative to both Melissa and Helen for the work 
they put into the march, helping us combat sexual violence in the workplace. 
 


